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OPENINGS 

All new openings in Church Wall to be wrapped with 

5mm matte black mild steel with 150mm protrusions on 

each side  of the opening.

BRIDGES 

Light weight bridge 

structure finished with 

matte black perforated 

metal sheets.

LIGHTING 

Matte black spazio track 

lighting on adjustable 

rails to allow for lighting 

flexibility

WALLS: 

Plastered and painted white for clean neutral finish
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370 Helen Joseph Street, Pretoria, 0002

A101

SOUTH AFRICAN RESERVE
BANK

REV DATE DRAWN DESCRIPTION
A 2021/11/11 FOR INFORMATION
B 2021/11/22 FOR IMFORMATION
C 2021/11/24 FOR INFORMATION
D 2022/01/18 FOR INFORMATION

ZONE B - 
PUBLIC COLLECTIONS: 
B2.2 CURRENCY & SARB
TIMELINE EXHIBITION

2.) HISTORIC TIMELINE OF THE NEDERDUITSCH HERVORMDE KERK VAN AFRIKA
     PRETORIA CONGREGATION (DU TOIT STREET)

HISTORIC TIMELINE OF THE NEDERDUITSCH HERVORMDE KERK VAN AFRIKA
(PRETORIA CONGREGATION - DU TOIT STREET)

1899
Church Square building was purchased for £50,000

(to make space for the planned Church Square).
£12,500 went towards construction of new church

on stands that were gifted by the government of the day.

1883
Construction of new church commenced
on Church Square. Builders: H Franken &

W van der Veen. Architect: T Claridge.

1883

1902
4 Stands (gifted to church)

were traded for 4 stands on the
c/o Church street, Du Toit Street

& Vermeulen Street.

1904
Church Cornerstone

Laid by Genl Lous Botha &
construction completed within 8 months.

Architects: J.G Kraan & J.B Weijers (Weyers)
Builder: G.J Dorlas

Wood carvings: Anton van Wouw comlpeted
wood carvings on the church, pulpit & church pews.

1953
• Comprehensive restoration
  of roof, sandstone facades & external
  face brick perimeter walls.
• Building Consultants: M Rumia
   Master Builder: G.J Bolsenbroek
• Add vestry on the west façades.
  The vestry consisted of:
- nursing room with toilets to north.
- office to south.
• Replace all sandstone window sills.
• Rewire electrical installation
  inclusive of light switches & sockets.
• Add hat hooks & remove numbers
  from pews.
• Install new baptist fountain &
  new timber podium.
• Replace concrete floors with Union
  concrete floor tiles at north, south
  & east entrnace foyers

1953 (continued)
• Replace roof ventilators.
• Replace corrugated roof sheeting.
• Remove external face brick skin & replace with
   Kirkness face bricks - laid in Flemish bond.
• Remove suspended timber floor & replace with
   parque flooring on top of concrete surface bed.
• Re-plaster internal walls.
• Raise the crown light.
• Define arch behind the pulpit with timber arch.
• Remove the safe from the vestry &
  move safe into hall.
• Tongue & groove timber ceilings painted in
   light green colour.
• Retore benches (pews).
• Restore weather vane.

1988-1990
Restoration by Holm + Jordaan + Holm Architects
• Restore, repair or replace external lights.
• External sandstone & plaster: Sandstone &
  plasterwork was restored & replaced; restore & repair
  cornerstone.
• Repaint ceilings in a lighter colour.
• Roof leaks were repaired.
• Repair cracks to internal plaster at gables.
• Restore and repair rising damp on internal and
  external walls.
• Floors in good condition & parque flooring was
  restored where reqd. (The proposal was tabled to
  re-instate suspended timber floor that was removed
  in 1953).
• External Oak doors were restored & wrought iron
  ironmongery was restored, serviced and cleaned.
• Stained glass Oak window frames were restored &
  repaired; stained glass panels were restored & repaired.

1988-1990 (continued)
• Steel stairs with oak hand rail was in very good
   condition; only re-painting was required.
• Spiral steel stair (to clock tower): Re-paint.
• Timber work: Restore, repair & varnish.
• Galary timber floors: Restore & repair.
• Veneer to timber panels: Restore & repair.
• Organ: in a very good working order.
• Oak wood pulpit: Restore & repair.
• Wrought iron Art Noveau light fittings - minor
   repairs, in very good condition
• Electrical installation: Replace distribution board.
• Church bell: Manufactured 1896 in Bochum Germany;
  was in good condition - clean bell & oil shaft.
• Plumbing and sanitary ware - replace.
• Noise from adjacent streets: Recommendations were
  made but not implemented.
• Heat & ventilation: Roof ventilators were removed
  in 1953 thus compromising ventilation - HVAC system
  was proposed but not installed.
• Plant trees on site.

2018
Last Church Service

was held on
Sunday 13 May 2018.

2018 Purchase of church building
by the South African Reserve Bank

with provision to act on the
conservation of church building.

2022
Restoration & Conversion

of church to museum by LSP Architects
as commissioned by the

South African Reserve Bank.

1980 Declared a National Monument

1899 1902 1904 1953 1988-1990 2018 PRESENT
2022

1980

Helene
Rectangle

Helene
Rectangle
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$OO�ZRUN�WR�FRPSO\�ZLWK�WKH�1%5�DQG�6$16�������DQG�RWKHU�
UHOHYDQW�GHYHORSPHQW�JXLGHOLQHV�HW�E\�WKH�SURMHFW�FOLHQW�RU�RZQHU��

7KLV�ZRUN�LV�D�'HVLJQ�	�6XSSO\�FRQWUDFW�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�1(&���
-%&&�6XE�&RQWUDFWRU�DJUHHPHQW�WHUPV�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�

$OO�$UFKLWHFWXUDO�GUDZLQJV�DUH�WR�EH�UHDG�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�
HQJLQHHUV�DQG�RWKHU�FRQVXOWDQW�GUDZLQJV�

&RQWUDFWRUV�XQGHUWDNLQJ�WKLV�ZRUN�DUH�XQGHUVWRRG�WR�EH�VSHFLDOLVWV�
DQG�WR�WDNH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�IRU�DOO�SHUIRUPDQFH�UHODWHG�DVSHFWV�RI�
WKHLU�ZRUN�
&RQWUDFWRU�DQG�VXE�FRQWUDFWRUV�VKDOO�IDPLOLDUL]H�WKHPVHOYHV�ZLWK�
H[LVWLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV��ORFDWLRQV��DQG�SURMHFW�UHTXLUHPHQWV�SULRU�WR�
VXEPLWWLQJ�D�ELG�RU�SURSRVDO�

:RUN�VKDOO�LQFOXGH�DOO�UHTXLUHG�SHUPLWV��ODERU��PDWHULDOV��DQG�
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“money stories” and content will be presented in a non-didactic and non-ethnographic manner – to 
ensure relevance and accessibility. The museum exhibition will be an economic educational resource 
where visual art is utilized as a value-added resource for visitors, aiming to capture the visitor’s 
imagination and to empower young and old with practical skills involving money and livelihoods.  
 
The adaptive reuse of the church building to a museum (from one specific use to another) was 
successfully planned and executed as part of the design development.  
Careful attention was given to the following aspects: 

 Site access 
 Internal circulation & visitor flow 
 Climate control 
 Acoustic levels 
 Safety and security 
 Light levels 
 Scale of surrounding buildings in relation to the church building  
 
 

1.3 CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION 
HP Architects & Heritage Architects recommend that the application be approved in full. The adaptive 
reuse of the church building to a museum (from one specific use to another) was successfully planned 
and executed, as part of the design development process. This is a rare and perfect migration from a 
church building to a museum. The new museum function (design and installation) displays the 
necessary respect for the historic fabric, and all relevant building fabric is being restored, repaired, 
and preserved.  
This is a happy ending for a historically significant building, with a new custodian that is fully 
committed to the preservation of this iconic building through an adaptive re-use initiative.  
 
 
2. HISTORIC TIMELINE OF THE NEDERDUITSCH HERVORMDE KERK VAN AFRIKA 
 
 
3. MAPPING OF HERITAGE RESOURCES  
 
 
4. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE & CONSERVATION GUIDELINES  
4.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The iconic Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk van Afrika in Du Toit Street is situated in the heart of the 
City of Tshwane and to east of the South African Reserve Bank (SARB). The building was designed 
by Dutch architects - J.G Kraan and J.B. Wijers of Kraan Wijers architects and was constructed in 
1904 by the Dutch building contractor, G. Dorlas. 
The building was declared a National Monument in 1980 (under the old National Monuments Act that 
was superseded by the NHRA 25 of 1999).  
In 2018 the site was bought for R20,5 million by the South African Reserve Bank (SARB) as part of an 
expansion project and will be used by the SARB as a museum dedicated to the history and 
development of money in South Africa. 
*MEMORIAL STONE: The church has a very strong connection to the Netherlands, having been 
designed, built, and finished off by Dutch immigrants. Another prominent connection is the memorial 
stone for the Dutch nationals who fought and died in the Anglo Boer War (1899-1902)  
Among those listed on the memorial stone (found on the south-east corner of the building) is Vincent 
and Theo van Gogh’s youngest brother - Cornelis Vincent van Gogh. Cornelis was an engineer on the 
Gold Mines of Johannesburg and subsequently worked as a draftsman at the NZASM after which he 
served alongside the Boers in the Anglo-Boer War. Shortly after his arrival in South Africa in 1890, 
Cornelis van Gogh wrote in a letter to his brother Theo in which he stated: “Johannesburg is a place 
of dust and gold.”  
 

 
Cornelis van Gogh 
 
The church was built in the Dutch Renaissance Revival Style, which uses the characteristics in a free 
and eclectic fashion – this is evident in the quartz shale bands (phase 1 plinths) and the granite bands 
(phase 2 plinths) that wrap around the building. The building plinths (quarts shale and granite) add a 
horizontal emphasis which is a well-known characteristic of the style. The Kirkness red face brick 
facades are positioned on top of the plinths - laid in Flemish bond.  
 
The red face brick facades, combined with the horizontal plinth bands, the steep corrugated sheeting 
roof with tower and roof ventilators as well as the timber ceilings lend a distinctly North European 
appearance to the building.  
 
The church tower on the south-east corner dominates the structure and provides a focal point. The 
German bell, which is housed at the top of an intricate cast iron spiral staircase, dates from 1896. The 
tower roof cover is made of pressed sheet metal with rolled seams and the top portion is pressed 
metal formed into diamond shingles - topped with a weathervane. The entrance that frames the 
staircase to the first-floor galleries and bell tower is emphasized by means of white in-situ horizontal 
plaster bands (as a form of rustication). The corner stone (laid by Gen Louis Botha in 1904) is located 
south of the arched entrance, and the memorial stone with the name of Cornelis van Gogh is located 
directly south of the corner stone.  
 

 
East entrance with corner stone & memorial 
 
The church is built with human scale in mind, which is characteristic of the Renaissance style. The 
floor plan layout is based on a Greek cross, but with a shortened western wing which results in a T-
shaped layout. The building interior is simple yet charming. The large stained-glass windows are 
made up of pastel colours and depict typical art Nouveau designs with flowing and organic lines which 
are also reflected in in the Art Nouveau wrought iron light fittings as well as the oak church benches 
(pews). The Oak pulpit was built by the contractor G. Dorlas while the intricate carvings, as part of the 
woodwork, was done by Anton van Wouw - the famous Dutch born artist who was a member of the 
congregation.  
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